High Bar net § ~ Cc_)ruar)l(cil
FOCUS . =
DEMOCRATS

Focus Team: James Barton, Matthew Harris& David Nowell

Local Lib Dems have slated Tory-run Bar net
Council for the 24% Council Tax hike—the
biggest increasein the history of the Borough.

Presenting the Liberal Democrats’ Alternative Budget
Lib Dem councillor Wayne Casey said:

“Thismassive increase is unnecessary and will hit
all residents hard, especially young families and the elderly.”

The Liberal Democrats Alternative Budget would have slashed the increase to 13% by cutting Barnet’s
bureaucracy and by releasing millions of pounds that the Conservatives have stashed away for usein an
election year. They tax, but won't spend until they can gain some electoral advantage.

Adds Focus Team Leader Matthew Harris:

“ Council tax should only go up if the money raised is actually going to be spent on vital local services
- not hidden away in a Tory treasure chest.”

TheTories 24% Council Tax riseisboth unnecessary and wrong. To add insult to injury, for the
first timein years, Barnet residents were not consulted on how much they were prepared to pay.

Labour share the blame. The Government cuts grants to local councils and overloads them with new
responsibilities without providing any extra cash. Barnet’slocal Labour councillors— unlike the Lib
Dems - could not even produce a costed, legal aternative to the Tories' damaging budget.

Such arise must not happen again. No taxation without consultation! Sign our petition.

| /We the undersigned condemn the 24% Council Tax rise, note the Liberal Democrats proposal for
arise of only 13% and demand the restoration of proper consultation next year.

Sgned Name Address/E-mail

Pleasereturn to High Barnet Liberal Democrats, 44a Crescent Road, New Barnet, Herts EN4 9RF
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